The Dove Federation
Rational for the organisation of the RE curriculum 
Our RE curriculum is closely linked to our school vision, which is inspired by the Bible verse Matthew 7:7, "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you." Through our curriculum, we encourage children to ask questions, seek knowledge, and develop their understanding of different religions and their beliefs, practices, and traditions.
	EYFS 
	Key Stage 1
	Key Stage 2

	In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Religious Education (RE) curriculum, we focus on questions that relate to the children's everyday life experiences and help to expand their knowledge of Christianity. We also recognise and discuss that people have different beliefs and cultures, and provide opportunities for the children to learn about different world religions and their celebrations.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We promote diversity and respect by having story books from a variety of cultures and non-fiction texts related to different world religions in our classrooms. We hold discussions to allow the children to ask questions and seek understanding of our diverse world, aiming to develop respect and empathy for others regardless of their religious beliefs or backgrounds.

We teach that some places are special to members of their community, and provide opportunities for the children to visit the local church and take part in school's celebration services at least four times a year. We also celebrate interfaith day each year, inviting visitors from different cultures to provide a chance for the children to ask questions, seek knowledge, and understand that there are many ways of life open to them.

In class, we encourage discussions with our "time to talk" sessions, where we may use a picture, an artefact, or a child's life experience to discuss situations that are familiar to them or religious festivals/events within our community throughout the year. All of these activities aim to promote understanding, respect, and empathy for others in our diverse world.

We facilitate the learning of new vocabulary by discussing it with the children and helping them to revisit and use it within their play and exploration activities. To support this, we provide story books and toys that allow the children to role-play and act out situations that are familiar to them, as well as religious stories. These resources help to reinforce the children’s understanding of new vocabulary and concepts, and promote the engagement and enjoyment in learning about religion.
	Our Key Stage 1 Religious Education (RE) curriculum builds on the children's prior knowledge from the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), following the Norfolk syllabus 2019, and focusing on the disciplinary knowledge of theology, philosophy, and human/social sciences. We aim to encourage children to ask questions that believers, thinkers, and people who study lived reality would ask, within the context of our schools, teachers, and pupils.

Our RE units in Key Stage 1 provide an in-depth investigation of Christianity and Judaism, as well as opportunities for discussions about other world religions. We aim to develop children's knowledge and understanding of different religions, their beliefs, practices, and traditions. Our curriculum is engaging and provides opportunities for active learning and exploration through creativity, visits, or meeting people from other religions.

Our school values of Respect and Kindness link to our RE curriculum as we aim to foster respect and empathy for others, regardless of their religious beliefs or backgrounds. In Key Stage 1, children begin to think critically about religion and reflect on their own beliefs and values.

We promote the spiritual development of the children by providing daily opportunities for reflection, prayer, and meditation. Our RE curriculum encourages children to take responsibility for their actions, show respect for others and the environment, be resilient in difficult situations, understand that we are all united, and be brave in standing up for what they believe is right, even when it is difficult. We integrate our values into our RE curriculum through stories, discussions, role-play, and other activities.

	In Key Stage 2, children build on their Key Stage 1 knowledge by thinking critically about religion and its role in society. They reflect on their own beliefs and values and consider how these are influenced by religion.

Our RE curriculum promotes understanding and tolerance of different cultures and religions, as well as issues of social justice, which link closely to our history curriculum on Equal Pay for women. We also provide opportunities for community involvement.

The RE curriculum encourages inquiry-based learning, where children ask questions, seek out different perspectives, and develop their own understanding of religion. Our curriculum is designed to promote active learning, engaging children in a variety of activities such as discussions, debates, and role-playing.

Cultural sensitivity is also a key focus of the Key Stage 2 curriculum, where children are encouraged to respect and appreciate different cultures and religions. We continue to build on the Key Stage 1 curriculum by encouraging children to reflect on their own beliefs and values and consider how these are influenced by religion

In KS2 we believe that building spiritualty is an important part of children’s overall development, helping them to develop a sense of purpose and meaning in their lives. 



Through our RE curriculum, we encourage children to be curious, open-minded, and reflective. We believe that by fostering a love of learning and a desire for knowledge, we can help children develop the skills and attitudes they need to succeed in life. Our RE curriculum is an important part of our school's vision, helping children to ask questions, seek knowledge, and develop their understanding of the world around them.


