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Dates for your Diary

Weekly Attendance

Caterpillar Class - 98.13%
Butterfly Class - 94.09%
Firefly Class - 89.44%
Dragonfly Class - 95.33%

Congratulations to Caterpillar Class for
having the best attendance figures this
week.

New faces

You may see some new faces around
the school, we currently have three
student teachers with us:

Ms Cooper — Caterpillar Class
Mrs Smith — Butterfly Class
Mr Hands — Dragonfly Class

28t™ Sept — Macmillan Coffee Morning

11t October — 2.30pm Harvest Festival in the church

16 October — Friends Film Night (more details to follow)
23— 27t October — Half term

7™ November — Individual and sibling school photos

8t November — Year 6 NCMP

17t November — Children in Need

22" November — Flu Immunisations (more info to follow)
15t December — Christmas Jumper/Dinner Day

19t December — Friends Christmas Party (more details to follow)
20™ December — 2.30pm Christmas service in the church
20™ December — Last day of Term

4™ January 2024 — Children return to school

Weather

Macmillan Coffee Morning

With the weather now very changeable, please could children have a
waterproof coat and wellies for the field. We still like to get the
children outside if we can.

The Friends of Parkers School will be
holding a Coffee Morning on 28t
September at the school.

Parents are welcome to attend.

Caterpillar and Butterfly Classes will
attend between 9.00 and 9.30am.

Firefly and Dragonfly classes will attend
between 9.30 and 10.00am.

Please can any donations of cake be

given to the office on Thursday morning.

Bikeability

Well done to all those children who took part in Bikeabilty, they
have all done very well!

Breakfast Club

There are still plenty of spaces for breakfast club, this starts from
8.00am every morning at a cost of £3.85 per session, please book a
space through Premier Education,
http://www.premier-education.com/
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New Intake — September 2024

We will be holding open sessions for parents and children who will be starting school in September 2024.
These will be on the following dates and times:

Tuesday 3™ October 5.00 — 6.00pm
Thursday 5t October 9.30 — 10.30am
Monday 9% October 4.00 — 5.00pm
Thursday 16" November 5.00 — 6.00pm

If you or anyone you know would like to view the school but are unable to make these dates or times
please contact the school to arrange an appointment.

Spellings

Thank you to everyone who has embraced our new approach to spelling throughout the federation.

In Key Stage 2, we have been developing our children's ability to spell linked to a spelling pattern following
'No Nonsense Spelling'. The children are taught daily the spelling rules and patterns, and then we ask for
them to continue this practice at home. We hope this new approach will embed the spelling into everyday
learning rather than being linked to a standalone test. The children's weekly spelling words will be sent
home with a link to the taught pattern or rule (unless common exception words).

The children may want to learn these by: writing them into sentences, 'write cover check' sheets,
handwriting patterns or by using one of the many apps available. This is an individual choice- (see ideas
below). They will then have a weekly spelling check where the understanding of the use of the word is also
checked by writing it into a sentence.

This may look different between classes and children due to individual needs.
We always like to celebrate progress and individual achievements so class rewards will continue to be
used alongside the spelling check. However, the real progress is seen in the child's writing throughout the

school day when the spelling words are spelt correctly out of a spelling lesson context. All staff will be
looking out for this too! Please chat to your class teacher if you have any further questions.
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Look, say, cover,
write, check

This is probably the most common strategy used to learn spellings.

Look: first look at the whole word carefully and if there is one part of the
word that is difficult, look at that part in more detail.

Say: say the word as you look at it, using different ways of pronouncing
it if that will make it more memorable.

Cover: cover the word.

Write: write the word from memory, saying the word as you do so.
Check: Have you got it right? If yes, try writing it again and again! If not,
start again - look, say, cover, write, check.

Trace, copy and
replicate
(and then check)

This is a similar learning process to ‘look, say, cover, write, check' butis
about developing automaticity and muscle memory.

Write the word out on a sheet of paper ensuring that it is spelt correctly
and it is large enough to trace over. Trace over the word and say it at
the same time. Move next to the word you have just written and write
it out as you say it. Turn the page over and write the word as you say it,
and then check that you have spelt it correctly.

If this is easy, do the same process for two different words at the same
time. Once you have written all your words this way and feel confident,
miss out the tracing and copying or the tracing alone and just write
the words.

The splitting of a word into its constituent phonemes in the correct order

ST e L to support spelling
strategy ’
Writing the words linked o the teaching focus with speed and fluency.
The aim is to write as many words as possible within a time constraint.
Pupils can write words provided by the teacher or generate their own
Quickwrite examples. For example, in two minutes write as many words as possible

with the /it/ phoneme.
This can be turned into a variety of competitive games including
working in feams and developing relay race approaches.

Drawing around
the word to show
the shape

Draw around the words making a clear distinction in size where there
are ascenders and descenders. Look carefully at the shape of the word
and the letters in each box. Now fry to write the word making sure that
you get the same shape.

tloltla|l]|l|y
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Drawing an image
around the word

This strategy is all about making a word memorable. [t links fo meaning
in order to try to make the spelling notficeable.

You can't use this method as your main method of learning spellings, but
it might work on those that are just a little more difficult to remember.

Words without
vowels

This strategy is useful where the vowel choices are the challenge in the
words. Write the words without the vowels and pupils have to choose
the correct grapheme to put in the space. For example, for the word
field:

f ld

Pyramid words

This method of learning words forces you to think of each letter separately.

P
Py
pyr
pyra
pyram
pyrami
pyramid

You can then reverse the process so that you end up with a diamond.

Other strategies

Other methods can include:

» Rainbow writing. Using coloured pencils in different ways can help to
make parts of words memorable. You could highlight the tricky parts
of the word or write the fricky part in a different colour. You could
also write each letter in a different colour, or write the word in red,
then overlay in orange, yellow and so on.

* Making up memorable ‘silly sentences’ containing the word

» Saying the word in a funny way — for example, pronouncing the
'silent’ letters in a word

» Clapping and counting to identify the syllables in a word.
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Parent Safety Information

Please see attached the WhatsApp online safety poster. A copy is also available on our website. We

also have a number of online safety guides on our website for parents to view on keeping children safe
online.

https://www.parkers.norfolk.sch.uk/page/?title=OnLine+Safety + Guides%2D+Updated +03%2F2023&pi
d=40
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EMPHASISE CAUTION

Encourage your child to treat unexpected messages with caution:

get them to consider, for example, whether the message sounds like

Something a friend or relative would really send them. Make sure they

know never to shore personal details over WhulsApp and to be wary

of clicking on any links in messages. Settin two-step verification
Gdds o further layer of protection to their WhatsApp account.

e v B e

ADJUST THE SET TINGS

It's wise to chongu your child’'s WhatsApp settings {(go to ‘Privacy’,
then Grour specify which of their contacts can add them to
Faoup ehats without nesdin approval: you can give permission to
ntacts’ or My Contacts Except .. Additienally, if your child
Nesds 1o Use -Ive Iocation’, emphasise that they should enable this
function for only as long as they need — and then turn it off.
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Advice for Parents & Care

'ﬂ-UNKING BEFORE SHARING

Help your child to understand why it's important to stop and think before
posnng or forwarding something on WhatsApp. It's easy — and a

ce- mon — for content to then ba shared mor widely (Sven publlcly on

al msdm) Encourage your child to consider how an ill-judged message
m-ght damage their repumnon or upset a friend who sent somethmg to
them in confidence.

CHAT ABOUT PRIVACY

Some parents like to check in with their child about how
they're using WhatsApp, axg‘lalnlng that it will help to keep th

safe. If you spot a ‘Locked C folder, you might want to talk about the
sort of chats that are in there, who they're with o why your child wants to
keep them hidden. Also, if your child has sent any ‘view once’ content, you
could discuss their reasons for using this feature.
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0. Current as of the date of release: 20.09.2023
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Christmas Dates

We are letting you know in advance dates that we are already have booked in. More details to follow

Caterpillar/Butterfly Class Nativity 12, 13™ and 14th December
Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Lunch on Friday 15" December

Pre-School Stay & Play at Caston School Starting 25" September

Reminder Pre-School Stay and Play starts on Monday 25% September from 1.50-2.50pm. Open from birth
to starting school. There is no charge but a donation for tea and coffee is appreciated. No need to book

just turn up.

22NP SEPTEMBER 2023 - PAGE 6



